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A lifelong animal trainer clawed by a tiger during a circus act last week at Roberts
Stadium has returned to work.

Wade Berck of Richmond, Ill., was treated Friday at St. Mary's Medical Center for
wounds to his hand and leg, said Joe Vezzoso, executive director of the Hadi Shrine
Circus.

Berck was injured at the end of the 7 p.m. show. The act featured 14 tigers between
the ages of 1 and 2, Vezzoso said.

For the final trick, Berck used a single tiger, putting the rest in their cages. The animal
"took a swipe at" Berck, and its claws struck Berck's hand and leg. It occurred so
quickly that the audience likely didn't notice, Vezzoso said.

Berck received treatment at St. Mary's, but Vezzoso wouldn't provide details.

"All I would tell you is that he was back in the stadium (Saturday) morning and went
on with the act" that night, Vezzoso said. "(Berck) indicated to me that as far as he
was concerned, it was minor and that these things happen to him all the time. I said,
'Well I'm glad it's you and not me.'

"It's not a serious injury at all. I guess you could say maybe it's like your house cat - if
they still have their claws - and you're playing with them and they scratch you and you
bleed a little bit. The only difference is these were much bigger cats." Viewed Commented Emailed
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The Evansville performance was the first major act for the tigers. The animals had
performed at smaller circuses to become comfortable with an audience, Vezzoso
said.
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joelasylum#3318 writes:

I'm glad to see the paper 'finally' report this four days after it happened. I was
there in the audience Friday night and saw it.

Weather

Calendar

SATURDAY

FEB

16
SUNDAY

FEB

17
MONDAY

FEB

18
MORE

BROWSE

Free Car Wash
Lucas Oil Center

7 a.m.

Partner Family Application Meeting
Habitat for Humanity of Evansville

9 a.m.

Newburgh Junior Baseball signups
Sharon Elementary School

9 a.m.

VOICE ACTION SPEAKS
Dilegge's Restaurant

10 a.m.

Model Train Show
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran
Church

10 a.m.

UPDATE: Police find missing elderly woman with medical issues

Evansville man accused of confinement, pointing gun at woman

UPDATE: Opponents denounce call for anti-gay prom in Indiana

East Side restaurant/pub Fox & Hound closes

Obituaries for February 13, 2013

UPDATE: Vectren reports 4,800 in Evansville without power

With an unclear future, Mourdock still feels the pain of November's loss

Illinois martial arts teacher accused of sex assault

Also in Local News - In Print More

Kim Kardashian's Stunning Mini-Dress From the Red Carpet
(StyleBistro)

10 Things You Should Never Buy at Garage Sales
(Reader's Digest)

The Cars And Trucks That Will Take You 300,000 Miles
(AOL Autos)

The Taurus Problems Ford Doesn’t Want You To Know About
(Consumer Car Reviews)

What You May Not Know About Buffet Food
(Lifescript.com)

[What's this?]

Sponsored Content

Hide

Discuss Print

http://www.courierpress.com/privacy/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/#sidebar_weather_currently
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/#sidebar_weather_3day
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/#sidebar_weather_ugc
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d8c/0/0/%2a/p;44306;0-0;0;90150059;47-120/30;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.courierpress.com/weather/
http://www.courierpress.com/photos/galleries/2013/feb/15/ymca-pancake-days-2013/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/photos/galleries/2013/feb/15/meteor-hits-russia/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/photos/galleries/2013/feb/12/orchid-escape/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/criminals-wont-obey-gun-restrictions/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/criminals-wont-obey-gun-restrictions/?partner=popular#comments
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/jesse-jackson-jr-wife-charged-federal-cases/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/jesse-jackson-jr-wife-charged-federal-cases/?partner=popular#comments
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/gun-ban-would-protect-more-2200-firearms/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/gun-ban-would-protect-more-2200-firearms/?partner=popular#comments
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/15/plans-prom-barring-gays-rocks-indiana-community/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/15/plans-prom-barring-gays-rocks-indiana-community/?partner=popular#comments
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/ue-runs-out-halftime-lead-over-23rd-ranked-creight/?partner=popular
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/ue-runs-out-halftime-lead-over-23rd-ranked-creight/?partner=popular#comments
http://www.courierpress.com/comments/flag/29521/
http://www.courierpress.com/users/id/3318/
http://www.courierpress.com/events/goto/8232/
http://www.courierpress.com/places/lucas-oil-center/
http://www.courierpress.com/events/goto/8136/
http://www.courierpress.com/places/habitat-humanity-evansville/
http://www.courierpress.com/events/goto/8231/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/
http://www.courierpress.com/events/goto/8159/
http://www.courierpress.com/places/dilegges-restaurant/
http://www.courierpress.com/events/goto/8223/
http://www.courierpress.com/places/shepherd-hills-lutheran-church/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/14/police-looking-missing-elderly-woman-medical-issue/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/12/no-headline---gun/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/15/plans-prom-barring-gays-rocks-indiana-community/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/13/east-side-restaurantpub-fox-hound-closes/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/12/no-headline---gl_deaths/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/4800-evansville-without-power/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/30pt-hed1-10-hed1-10-inches-p/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2013/feb/16/illinois-martial-arts-teacher-accused-sex-assault/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/news/inprint/
http://www.courierpress.com/news/news/inprint/
http://www.stylebistro.com/Best+Worst+Dressed+-+MTV+European+Music+Awards+2012/articles/6LGYc_RIQ1m/Stunning+Photo+Kim+Kardashian+Mini+dress+MTV
http://www.rd.com/slideshows/10-things-you-should-never-buy-at-garage-sales/
http://autos.aol.com/gallery/300000-mile-cars-trucks/
http://www.consumer-car-reviews.com/the-taurus-problems-ford-doesnt-want-you-to-know-about/
http://www.lifescript.com/Diet-Fitness/Articles/Archive/Diet/Eat-well/What_You_May_Not_Know_About_Buffet_Food.aspx
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/#comments
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/#comments
http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/?print=1
http://www.facebook.com/
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet/?url=http://www.courierpress.com/news/2006/nov/28/young-tiger-claws-trainer-during-circus/&text=Young%20tiger%20claws%20trainer%20during%20circus
javascript:return%20false;
http://www.courierpress.com/mailfriend/61/47347/c6b87849af/

